TODAY’S DATE HERE
To:  Members of the ____________ Council
NJ Transit has proposed to build and operate a 140 megawatt gas-fired power plant in Kearny, NJ as part of its NJ TRANSITGRID project.  The stated goal of the project is to free N JTransit from reliance on the main electrical grid to power some of its trains and facilities.  The project includes developing a microgrid to power certain train lines on a full-time basis as well as to provide power to operate additional NJ Transit train lines, stations, and other facilities when the main electrical grid has failed for up to two weeks.  The project is being funded in large part by a $410 million federal grant for public transportation resilience in response to Hurricane Sandy.

While the Don’t Gas the Meadowlands Coalition agrees with the resilience goal of this project, we are writing to ask for the municipality’s support in calling on Governor Murphy to reject the proposed gas-fired power plant and instead invest the $410 million of federal funding into a renewable energy and energy storage-powered microgrid for NJ Transit grid resilience.  Our analyses to date indicate that in 2020 the cost reductions and advances in technology of renewable energy and energy storage make this a feasible better alternative.

If the proposal as currently designed moves forward,  it would result in a new fossil fuel-fired power plant operating 24/7/365 for decades.  The power plant would be a major new source of air pollution in the state, including greenhouse gas emissions, bringing us backwards in the fight to protect public health and create a sustainable and resilient clean energy economy. 

Pollutants produced by the power plant would include particulate matter, sulfur and nitrogen oxides (which contributes to the formation of acid rain, ozone, and smog), and known carcinogens such as benzene and formaldehyde.  Exposure to these pollutants is linked to neurological, cardiovascular and respiratory disease, cancer, premature death, and birth defects.
The American Lung Association’s State of the Air 2019 report shows that Hudson, Essex, Bergen and Middlesex counties already have an “F” grade for dangerous levels of ground-level ozone (smog) pollution.  It also shows these same counties have significant vulnerable populations with pediatric and adult asthma, COPD, lung cancer, cardiovascular disease, and diabetes, whose conditions will only be exacerbated by additional volumes of air pollution.   Conditions such as chronic obstructive pulmonary disease and rates of death can be exacerbated by even small increases in elevated ozone levels.

The proposed gas-fired power plant would be sited less than 1 mile away from densely-populated residential areas in Kearny and Jersey City, and less than 2 miles from Newark, Secaucus and Hoboken, with thousands of homes and many parks and schools sitting directly downwind from the proposed site.    Predominantly low-income communities of color would be disproportionately impacted by the pollution from this power plant.

While we support NJ Transit’s proposal to build a microgrid to keep trains running in the aftermath of climate-fueled disasters like Hurricane Sandy, increasing our reliance on the same dirty fossil fuels responsible for the climate emergency is an ill-conceived approach.  Building a new fossil fuel power plant that would operate for decades directly contradicts New Jersey’s legal commitment to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 80% below 2006 levels by 2050.  Governor Murphy  also has signed recent laws and issued a wide range of executive orders to fight climate change and promote environmental justice by transitioning New Jersey to 100% clean energy by 2050. We need Governor Murphy to uphold these commitments by rejecting this gas-fired power plant proposal and ordering NJ Transit to move forward with renewable energy and energy storage powering the microgrid for public transit resilience.
We would be pleased to take part in a phone or in-person meeting to review further information about the effects of the proposed power plant and to discuss how the Council can act to stop the project by approving a strong resolution as well as working with your peers in other municipalities and at the county and state levels.
Sincerely,
On behalf of the Don’t Gas the Meadowlands Coalition
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